
 

 
 

2025 - Wow….just wow 
 
Dear Members, 
 
Let me start by addressing the biggest challenge we faced this year, PlayFootball 2.0. It 
was late, it was clunky, it is still the stuff of nightmares, but we got there. Thank you for 
your patience as we navigated signing up over 1800 players, coaches and managers. I 
would also like to thank the amazing Belnorth FC committee who put in a lot of hours 
providing technical support to hundreds of members. We have learnt a lot and hope the 
upcoming enhancements help registrations go a lot smoother in 2026. 
 
During the 2025 season, the Belnorth FC Committee increased our numbers from EIGHT 
(8) to TEN (10) to keep the club running. This includes the winter competitions, summer 
competitions and preseason training and grading programs. It has been a lot of work 
and, most weeks, the equivalent of a second full-time job. Thankfully members heard 
our 2024 call for help and we had an increase in volunteers who lent a hand at working 
bees, grading, kit returns and presentations. Thank you to everyone who stepped up and 
gave us some time. If every Belnorth family gave us an hour of their time just imagine 
what this club could do. 
 
Preseason program and grading 
 
The love of football continues to grow at Belnorth FC with our preseason skills program 
being fully subscribed again this year. The kids learnt the four core skills Striking the 
Ball, First Touch, 1 v 1 and Running with the Ball. The final night, the kids demonstrated 
how to put it all together in a riveting mini World Cup.  
 
The preseason program is a great way to help junior players prepare for grading. This 
year we saw increases in several age groups. Most impressively the U10 opens with 
over 100 players attending grading including 15 goal keepers! It is also very exciting to 
see so many girls returning each year. The just for girls competitions continue to grow 
providing us with many girls grading into 10s/11s and onto competitive age groups.  



 

Winter 2025 
 
Rolling into the winter season Belnorth was home to an impressive number of junior 
teams. 

Open teams Girls teams  Open teams Girls teams 

U5 = 11   U12 = 6 U12 = 3 

U6 = 13 U6 = 5  U13 = 2 N/A 

U7 = 21 U7 = 5  U14 = 2 U14 = 3 

U8 = 12 U8 = 7  U15 = 1 N/A 

U9 = 13 U9 = 7  U16 = 2 U16 = 2 

U10 = 8 U10 = 3  U18 = 2  

U11 = 6 U11 = 3    

 
 
Special mentions go out to U16/3 Open Vikings who made it to the grand final, U16/2 
Girls Strikers, U18/1 Open Hawks and U18/3 Open Eagles who made it to the semi 
finals. Juniors who did not get to play finals, but made it to the top 4 were U14/2 Girls 
Golden Goats, U14/2 Girls Panthers and U14/2 Open.  
 
Lets not forget our seniors. In 2025 Belnorth FC fielded a team in divisions 2-6 in the 
Community League Women’s competitions. There were teams in divisions 5 to 11 in the 
Community League Opens with more juniors than ever transitioning into the senior 
competition. The Masters Men's fielded a team each in the O35s, O45s and O55s 
competitions with a lot of interest to generate an additional O35s in 2026. 
 
Our CLW2 Belles took out the season with MLM O35/2 Liquid Football and MLM O45s 
making it to the semi finals.  
 
Kanga cup and gala days 
 
Belnorth FC was fortunate to be represented by the U9 Barracudas, U9 Open Yellow, U9 
Open Blue, U11 Open Raiders and the U12 Girls Sapphire Bears in the 2025 Kanga cup. 
The reduced competition size made it difficult to secure a spot in this year's 
competition. As a community club we have always supported Belnorth players to 
participate, but were just not fast enough to secure suitable registrations for as many 
teams as we would like to. Next year we hope to be better prepared and secure spots 
across all age groups.  



 

 
The Brindebella Blues TCA Gala Day was flooded with Belnorth teams. Representing 
were three U8 Open teams, five U9 Girls teams and four U9 Open teams. We are 
exceptionally proud that all these players were keen to pick up an extra day of football 
and take on other clubs.  
 
U8 Open: Beagles, Strikers & Wrens 
U9 Girls: Daisies, Diamonds, Opals, Sapphires & Topaz 
U9 Open: Bobcats, Dolphins, Gemfish & Honeybadgers 
 
Australian Masters Games 2025 
 
Between the 19th and 25th October the more senior players of Belnorth took part in the 
Australian Masters Games right here in Canberra for Football and Walking Football. 
There were teams made entirely of Belnorth players, and some combined teams with 
players from other clubs. It was a full on week with the football competition having 7 
games in 7 days and walking footballers playing multiple games a day for 4 days. Here 
are the teams and the results: 
 
Football: 
 
Belnorth Bobcat Ballers (Women’s 30+): Gold (undefeated) 
Belnorth Boomerangs (Women’s 40+): Bronze 
Liquid Football (Men’s 35+): Bronze 
Belnorth FC (Men’s 45+/50+): Bronze 
Canberra Old Boys (Men’s 50+/55+): Gold 
 
Walking Football: 
 
Walking Bears (Men’s 50+/60+): Silver 
Shake, Rattle & Stroll (Mixed 50+/60+): Silver 
 
Congratulations to all who participated.  
 
Summer Competition 
 
This year we were delayed getting started with Kaleen and Giralang fields receiving 
some much needed TLC from ACT Grounds. Being inundated with nominations, for the 
first time in a long time we had to turn players away. The 2025 Henks Summer 



 

Competition is made up of 1348 junior players and 695 seniors playing across two 
nights and two locations each week.  
 
Whilst the Belnorth FC committee and volunteers work tirelessly behind the scenes; our 
game day staff, referees and game leaders put in the hard yards so that you and your 
children can play football. A lot of work occurs before, during and after every game. So 
when you are at the fields, remember to be happy, social and respectful. You are one of 
the fortunate ones who managed to secure a spot this year. 
 
In addition to all of the above Belnorth FC provided the following: 

●​ Financial assistance to families via our Hardship program 
●​ Boot and secondhand gear exchange 
●​ Donations of equipment to local schools 
●​ Junior Referee’s and Game Day Staff employment and training 

Looking to 2026 
 
Numbers are increasing across age groups and 2026 is already lining up to be a huge 
year. For the first time Belnorth FC will have Skills Acquisition Program (SAP) teams in 
both open and girls U12s and U13s. This is a great way to keep talent in the Belconnen 
community and we look forward to seeing how the kids go up against academy and 
NPL development squads. The passion has always been there, but we can now provide 
the environment for these dedicated players to grow. We will also have a Technical 
Director on board, Nick who has already been planning how to help players across all 
our ages and abilities have a cracking 2026. 
 
For our seniors we aim to field teams across the women’s competitions from division 1 
to division 6 and for the first time in several years we return to the over 35s women’s 
masters competition! But what about our open/mens teams? During 2025 many parents 
and care givers considered putting their boots back on or having a run for the first time. 
Preseason starts in January so if you are interested in giving it a go please fill out an 
EOI. It would be great to get more men's masters teams up in the O35s, O45s and O55s 
and the community league open teams always need a top up! 
 
Gungahlin United Football Club closure 
 
As a close neighbour of GUFC, Belnorth has received a lot of enquiries as to our ability 
to take on more players and full teams. As a club we will always do our best to find a 

https://belnorth.com/?ff_landing=95


 

team for anyone who would like to join us. We also have a history of taking on full teams 
and will continue to do so.  
 
We are however realistic and acknowledge we can only take on players and teams that 
we can support. We can order the equipment as required and are quite good at 
scheduling to make the most of our fields, but we do have limits. To accommodate the 
increase in player interest we have completed an expression of interest to Capital 
Football seeking support to use fields in the gungahlin area. We are also in 
consultations with GUFC community volunteers in preparation for possibly being 
authorised to support community football in the gungahlin area.  
 
For existing Belnorth members please rest assured that every player who registers on 
time will have the opportunity to play for Belnorth in 2026.  

What we need from you 
 
People to join not only our Committee (vacancies are below), but also those who can 
help us behind the scenes with planning and tackle all the admin that goes with running 
a club.  
 
For seniors in particular we are seeking players who can help us distribute new players. 
Belnorth has some fantastic go to people for our community league womens and mens 
league masters teams, but are lacking across our vast range of community league open 
teams. A handful of players across divisions who can help us place new players during 
preseason would be amazing. If you think you can help in this role please reach out to 
our Seniors Registrar at seniors.registrar@belnorth.org   
 
We understand a Committee role is a big commitment and not for everyone, but if you 
can help out answering emails, mapping players to teams, chasing registrations, or just 
helping out when we have chores to do (goal maintenance, kit preparation and return 
etc) we would love to hear from you! 

You can contact us via our volunteers page here. 

https://belnorth.com/volunteer/ 

 

mailto:seniors.registrar@belnorth.org
https://belnorth.com/volunteer/


 

Belnorth Annual General Meeting 

We would love you to join us at the 2025 Annual General Meeting. Whether you are 
thinking of joining the Committee or just want to know what we’ve been up to this year 
please come along for a listen and a chat. 

Football is life! 

 
Kind Regards, 
 
Ruth Parker 
President | Belnorth Football Club 
president@belnorth.org 

Current Belnorth FC Vacancies 
 
The below vital roles are currently vacant. 

Secretary:  

●​ Custody of books (Belnorth Constitution Sec 44) – Policy (Holder of all policy 
documents) 

●​ Public Officer 
●​ Maintains written records, takes minutes of meetings, and receives and replies to 

correspondence. 
●​ Take the minutes of meetings and record any action items given to enable 

committee members to keep track of progress against key tasks. 
●​ Maintain electronic and hard copy files for the relevant documentation. 
●​ Lodgement of relevant documentation to Access Canberra within the specified 

timeframes. Such as the reporting obligations for incorporated associations (I.e. 
Annual Returns, Changes of Committee, Change of Public Officer, Change of 
Registered Office and Changes of Objects or Rules). 

Operations Manager:  

●​ Organisation of equipment, including distribution, auditing and ordering. Liaise 
with the rest of the committee. 

●​ Trophy Liaison: Coordination role with registrars 
●​ Presentation day organisation (coordination role) 
●​ Event Organisation (coordination role) 



 

The following committee positions have their terms ending and are up for election: 

Vice President:  

●​ Responsible for assisting the President 

Treasurer:  

●​ Responsible for maintaining the financial accounts, the receipt of money and 
payment of accounts (including reimbursement of referees’ fees), the preparation 
of regular financial statements, and the annual budget.  

●​ Responsible for submitting Belnorth accounts to the auditor and forwarding the 
information to the committee prior to AGM.  

●​ A financial background with knowledge of bookkeeping is desirable. Belnorth’s 
bookkeeping is managed with Quickbooks. 

Grounds & Fixtures Officer:  

●​ Ground Booking Liaison 
●​ Fixture (Draw) composition 
●​ Equipment maintenance (nets/flags/goals) – Coord role (Registrars) 

Rooball Registrar (U8/9s):  

●​ Age Group: administration for U8 to U9 teams.  
●​ PlayFootball: administration of payments and registrations  
●​ Equipment: Liaison with Operations officer;  
●​ Trophy: Liaison with Operations officer 

Competitive Registrar (U12s to U18s) 

●​ Age Group: administration for U12 to U18 teams. 
●​ PlayFootball: administration of payments and registrations 
●​ Dribl: match card administration 
●​ Equipment: Liaison with Operations officer 
●​ Trophy: Liaison with Operations officer 
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